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Pangilinan-led LuzonPangilinan-led Luzon
Tollways Steps Up HolidayTollways Steps Up Holiday
Traffic Preparations, Traffic Preparations, 
Offers Free TollOffers Free Toll
	 Metro Pacific Tollways Corporation (MPTC), concessionaire of NLEX, 
SCTEX in cooperation with BCDA, NLEX Connector, Manila-Cavite Express-
way (CAVITEX) in cooperation with PRA-PEATC, and Cavite-Laguna Ex-
pressway (CALAX), has intensified its holiday traffic and road safety prepara-
tions across its Luzon expressway network to ensure a smooth and safe journey 
for motorists during the Christmas and New Year peak travel period. 

	 Through early 
preparations, full manpower 
deployment, and initiatives 
such as counterflow, barri-
er-up operations, free towing 
services, and toll-free pas-
sage, MPTC aims to provide 
safer and more convenient 
travel experience to its mo-
torists.
	 “Our goal this hol-
iday season is to have mo-
torists spend less time on 
the road and more time with 
their families," said MPIC 
and MPTC Chairman Ma-
nuel V Pangilinan. 
"We've prepared early, de-
ployed full manpower, and 
have initiated barrier-up op-
erations, counterflow meas-
ures, free towing services, 
and toll-free passage. The 
toll-free initiative is our way 
of giving back to motorists. 
We hope it helps ease their 
travels during this holiday 
season,” Pangilinan added.
	 To manage in-
creased traffic volume, all 
roadworks and lane closures 

will be suspended from 6:00 
AM on December 19, 2025, 
until 12 noon on January 5, 
2026, except for emergency 
safety repairs. Additional 
traffic, toll, and emergency 
and medical response teams 
will be deployed, and all 

lanes in major toll plazas 
will remain open to accom-
modate peak traffic.
	 To further ease 
congestion along NLEX, 
Express Lane (counter-
flow lane) will be activated 

PGC Releases Educational
Assistance for CvSU–
Rosario Students 

	 The Provincial 
Government of Cavite, un-
der the leadership of Gov-
ernor Abeng Remulla, dis-
tributed financial assistance 
to 5,475 student beneficiar-
ies through the Provincial 
Scholarship Program during 
the Iskolar ng Lalawigan 
educational assistance dis-
tribution held on December 
16 at the Cavite State Uni-
versity–Rosario Campus. 
	 The activity aimed 

to help alleviate students’ 
educational expenses while 
fostering academic excel-
lence. Governor Remulla 
was joined by First District 
Board Members Romel En-
riquez and Jygs Gandia, 
who conveyed their sup-
port and encouragement to 
the scholarship recipients. 
	 The Iskolar ng La-
lawigan ng Cavite program 
continues to highlight the 
provincial government’s 

strong commitment to in-
vesting in education and em-
powering the future of Cav-
iteño youth.

Governor Abeng Remulla Governor Abeng Remulla 

Erwin TulfoErwin Tulfo
clarifies noclarifies no
politicianspoliticians
allowed in ayuda allowed in ayuda 
payouts in 2026payouts in 2026
	 MANILA, Philip-
pines — Senator Erwin Tul-
fo has clarified on Wednes-
day that the proposed 2026 
General Appropriations Bill 
(GAB) prohibits the pres-
ence of any politician in the 
payouts of cash assistance 
provided by the government. 
	 Tulfo set the record 

straight during the bicameral 
conference on the bill con-
taining the P6.793-trillion 
national budget for next year 
as some lawmakers raised 
objection against the use of 
government aid, particularly 
the Assistance to Individuals 
in Crisis Situations (AICS), 

Senator Erwin Tulfo
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 Ang tunay na diwa ng Pasko
   Limang (5) araw nalang, Pasko na. Bagaman at nararamdaman ang malamig na simoy ng hangin; may mga dekorasyong 
pamasko ang mga bahay; at talaga namang siksikan na rin ang mga mamimili sa mga shopping malls, palengke at mga de-
partment stores, isang masaklap na katotohanan pa rin ang nagdudumilat na higit na nakararami, particular iyong mga bikti-
ma at nasalanta ng sunod-sunod na kalamidad at malalakas na bagyo, at tila hindi na namalayan ang paglipas ng mga araw.

   Abala sila sa pagbangon, sa pag-aayos ng mga nawasak at sa paghahanap ng paraan kung paano muling makakapamuhay 
nang maayos, at ng may direksyon kalikasan, naitaning na ga ninyo sa inyong mga sarili " Paano kaya magdiwang ng Pasko 
sa gitna ng trahedya at mga kawalan?"

   Parang ang hirap ngumiti, ang hirap tumawa at ang hirap mag-sabi ng " Maligayang Pasko" kung sampo kayo dati sa pami-
lya, ngayon at nag-iisa ka na lang na naiwan dahil ang siyam (9) mong kaanak ay nasawi sa bagyong nanalasa nang matindi.

   Kapag panahon pa naman ng Kapaskuhan,lalong tumitingkad ang napalawak na agwat ng mahihirap sa mga mayayamang 
mayaman.

   Tulungan natin silang huwag makaramdam ng sobrang pagka-api at pagka- aba sa sarili. Gawin nating simple ang ating 
pagdiriwang ng Pasko; ipagdasal natin sila at sa abot ng makakaya ay bahaginan ng kung ano man ang mayroon tayo. Hu-
wag natin silang pakitaan ng karangyaan at magarbong paghahanda. Sa halip, ipadama natin sa kanila ang tunay na diwa ng 
Pasko- ang PAG-IBIG at PAGMAMAHAL SA KAPWA.

   Iyan ang dahilan ng pagsilang ni Hesus na Anak ng Diyos. Isinilang bilang tao upang tubusin tayo sa ating minanang kasala-
nan. May hihigit pa ab sa kadakilaan ng pag- ibig ng Diyos sa atin?

    WALA NA.

   MALIGAYANG PASKO PO! MABUHAY TAYONG LAHAT.

Dasmariñas residents
benefit  from Medical
and Dental mission
	 Residents of Brgy. 
San Agustin 1, Dasmariñas 
City benefited from a com-
prehensive medical and den-
tal mission organized by the 
provincial government of 
Cavite on December 17.
	 A total of 321 pa-
tients were served during 
the activity. Of this number, 
291 residents received free 
medical check-ups, while 
diagnostic services included 
7 X-ray examinations and 
30 electrocardiogram (ECG) 
procedures. Dental services 
were also provided, with 30 
patients availing of free tooth 
extractions.
	 The activity was 
spearheaded by the Office 
of the Provincial Governor 
medical mission team in col-
laboration with the Office 
of the Provincial Health Of-
ficer. Medical services were 
rendered by the GEAMH 
Medical Team, while den-

tal services were provided 
in partnership with the City 
Health Office of Dasmariñas. 
Volunteer members of the 
Philippine Army further 
complemented the initiative 
by offering free haircut and 
massage services to resi-
dents.
	 The success of the 
mission was made possible 
through the collaborative 
efforts of the local govern-

ment unit, medical and den-
tal professionals, and the 
barangay leadership under 
the guidance of Punong Ba-
rangay Darwin Torres, with 
the invaluable assistance of 
Barangay Health Workers. 
The initiative underscores 
a shared commitment to 
bringing accessible and peo-
ple-centered healthcare ser-
vices closer to communities. 
--- R. Dones

GSIS brings services
closer to members,
pensioners thru newly-
opened service desk
	 CALAMBA CITY, 
Laguna (PIA) – In line with 
its continuing mission to pro-
vide convenience and better 
accessibility on government 
insurance services, the Gov-
ernment Service Insurance 
System (GSIS) Laguna has 
opened a new service desk in 
Calamba City to better serve 
government employees, re-
tirees, and pensioners in the 
city and nearby areas.
	 The newly-opened 
GSIS service desk aims to 
bring essential frontline ser-
vices closer to more than 
25,000 active members and 
9,000 pensioners in Metro 
Laguna, minimizing travel 
time going to their provin-
cial office located in Pagsan-

jan, Laguna and easing the 
process of transacting with 
the agency.
	 GSIS Executive 
Vice President lawyer Jason 
Teng said that the facility is 
part of the agency’s ongoing 
efforts to enhance service de-
livery and improve customer 
experience by expanding its 
presence at the local level, 
particularly in Calamba City 
known as the regional hub of 
government agencies.
	 “This is also benefi-
cial to the government agen-
cies we work hand-in-hand 
with to ensure maximum 
benefits for our members, as 
Calamba as a designated re-
gional hub for Calabarzon is 
indeed the best sport to put 

up GSIS Office,” said Teng.
	 Teng also empha-
sized that the service desk 
will be beneficial for pen-
sioners who may find it dif-
ficult to travel.
	 He added: “Im-
agine if people from Metro 
Laguna need maybe 1 or 2 
hours to go to the GSIS La-
guna Branch in Pagsanjan 
(Laguna), now they are here, 
if people from San Pedro 
need maybe three to four 
hours to go to Pagsanjan, 
there is less travel time.”
	 Clients may in-
quire and receive assistance 
on membership records, life 
and non-life insurance of-
fers, loan applications and 
status, claims, retirement 
application, and pension-re-

ATIng Parangal 2025: ATI CALABARZONATIng Parangal 2025: ATI CALABARZON
RecognizesPartners and their Role inRecognizesPartners and their Role in
Delivering Quality Agri-Extension ServicesDelivering Quality Agri-Extension Services		 The DA - Agricultural Training Institute (ATI) CALABARZON once again recognized the remarkable role of various partners 
across the sector in delivering excellent and quality agricultural extension services to farmers and fishers in the region during the 
triennial ATIng Parangal 2025, held at SEARCA Auditorium, University of the Philippines Los Baños, on December 12. 
	 As the catalyst, knowledge bank, and capacity builder of the Philippine agriculture and fisheries extension system, ATI in 
CALABARZON continuously forges partnerships with what are known as the pillars of responsive and competitive extension—national 
government agencies, local government units, state universities and colleges, and the private sector. Through this, knowledge sharing, 
technology transfer, and skills development along the agricultural value chain are delivered more efficiently and effectively to farmers 
and fishers toward achieving “Masaganang Agrikultura, Maunlad na Ekonomiya.”
	 In his message, Center Director Dr. Rolando V. Maningas underscored that the milestones of ATI CALABARZON would not be 
possible without the partners who have been committed to helping implement ATI CALABARZON’s programs, expressing his sincere 
appreciation and tribute to their passion for achieving a prosperous sector.
	 “Kaya’t sa inyong dedikasyon at malasakit, kami ay buong-pusong nagbibigay-pugay at sumasaludo sa inyo,” said Dr. 
Maningas.
	 Anchored on the theme “Pagkilala sa Kahusayan, Pagsaludo sa Serbisyo,” ATI CALABARZON awarded the following agen-
cies, organizations, and individuals who have become part of its success from 2023 to present:
Partner Provincial Agriculture and Veterinary Offices
Province of Batangas
Province of Cavite
Province of Laguna
Province of Quezon
Province of Rizal
 Partner State Universities and Colleges (SUCs)
Cavite State University (CvSU)

Laguna State Polytechnic Uni-
versity (LSPU)
Batangas State University, The 
National Engineering University 
(BatStateU, The NEU)
University of Rizal System (URS)
Southern Luzon State University 
(SLSU)
University of the Philippines Los 
Baños (UPLB)
Polytechnic University of the 
Philippines (PUP) Mulanay
Philippine Normal University 
(PNU) South Luzon
Partner National Government 
Agencies (NGAs)

DA-Regional Field Office (RFO) 
CALABARZON
DA-Regional Crop Protection 
Center (RCPC) IV-A
DA-National Meat Inspection 
Service (NMIS) IV-A
DA-Philippine Carabao Center 
(PCC) UPLB 
DA-National Dairy Authority 
(NDA) South Luzon Department
DA-Philippine Coconut Authority 
(PCA) Region IV-A
DA-Philippine Rice Research In-
stitute (PhilRice) Los Baños 

 Partner Organizations
Philippine Agriculturist Associ-
ation, Inc. (PAA) Sierra Madre 
Chapter
CvSU Bee Research, Innovation, 
Trade, and Extension (BRITE) 
Center
Southern Tagalog Agriculture, 
Aquatic, and Resources Re-
search, Development and Exten-
sion Consortium (STAARRDEC)
Villar Foundation Farm School 
and Tourist Farm
Special Citation
INSPIRE Program
Silang Livestock Agriculture Co-
operative
Youth Internship Program on 
Organic Agriculture (YIPOA) In-
terns
Matthew B. Profeta
Rey Anthony S. Lamac
Christian T. Fernandez
Francis B. Cuento 
 Organic Agriculture Program
Costales Nature Farm
Brian A. Belen
 Rice Program
Masaganang Bukid Agricultural 
Learning Center

FarmEx Corporation
 Private Agriculture and Fisheries Extension System (PAFES)
Quezon Provincial Agriculture Office
Partners in Empowering Women in Agriculture
SUC: Dr. Almira G. Magcawas
NGA: Marietta C. Perez, RAgr
PLGU: Dr. Ana Clarissa S. Mariano
LGU: Nerissa P. Marquez, RAgr
Private Sector: Gloria Pontejos-Morris

 Media Partners
Prime Alliance of Publishers, Editors, and Reporters (PAPER PH) Inc.
Philippine Information Agency (PIA) CALABARZON
Radyo Natin 106.3 FM Laguna
Content Creators for Agriculture
Albert Anthony “Ben” Z. Francia
Jeremy Mindanao, CPA (The Off Duty Accountant)
EAsY Agri Scholarship Batch 1 Graduates with Latin Honors
Adrian M. Averion (Magna Cum Laude, LSPU)
Don Wesley M. Manalo (Magna Cum Laude, SLSU)
Clarice Bleza (Cum Laude, SLSU)

Winners at ATI EnGAgE 2.0: Regional Agriculture and Fisheries Extension 
Innovation Symposium 2025
Best Project Poster: Scaling Sustainability: Promotion of Wood Vinegar (Mok-
usaku) for Resilient Rice Production through Technology Demonstration - 
OPA Cavite
Best Ongoing Project Paper: PINYA: Product Innovations for Nurturing Yields 
and Agro-Enterprises (Dried Pineapple) - OPA Quezon
Best Completed Project Paper: Ko Extension: Bridging the GAP towards a 
Biosecure Farm (Disease Surveillance System: Bridging the Gap in Animal 
Health Response) - OPV Rizal
ATIng Kaagapay na Agricultural Extension Worker (AEW)
Organic Agriculture Program
Winner: Engr. Reymasan L. Garcia (Antipolo City, Rizal)
Nominees: Maria Pilar C. Pablo, RAgr (OPA Rizal); Arvin A. Broncano, RAgr 
(OPA Rizal); Melanie B. Cortez, RAgr (Sto. Tomas City, Batangas); Dario M. 
Maunahan (Tanauan City, Batangas); Marites S. Malijan, RAgr (San Pablo City, 
Laguna); and Sheryl T. Peña, RAgr (OPA Quezon)
 Rice/RCEF Program
Winner: Engr. Jenno B. Ambrocio (Sta. Maria, Laguna)
Nominees: Rafael Romulus A. Catada, RAgr (Lobo, Batangas); Jovencio S. 

Reyes, RAgr (Tanay, Rizal)
 National Urban and Peri-urban Agriculture Program (NUPAP)
Winner: Delaiza S. Rabanes, RAgr (Bacoor City, Cavite)
Nominees: Mia Lyn A. Ogana, RAgr (Lucena City, Quezon); Juliana M. Lanip, 
RAgr (Calamba City, Laguna)
 
Coconut Farmers and Industry Development Plan (CFIDP)
Winner: Faye D. Abadilla, RAgr (OPA Quezon)
Nominees: Roderick R. Rosales, RAgr (Catanauan, Quezon); Carmina M. Al-
tovar, RAgr (Atimonan, Quezon)
 High-Value Crops Development Program (HVCDP)
Winner: Julie Ann E. Ceraos, RAgr (Cabuyao City, Laguna)
Nominees: Mico B. Comia, RAgr (Guinayangan, Quezon); Lavenia N. Pakin-
gan, RAgr (Pagbilao, Quezon); Cynthia C. Perez, RAgr (OPA Cavite)
 Corn and Cassava Program
Winner: Christian A. Castillo (Candelaria, Quezon)
Nominees: Jennifer M. Bascoguin, RAgr (OPA Quezon); Vilner L. Ilagan, RAgr 
(Batangas City); Jayson H. Reytiran (Guinayangan, Quezon
 Livestock Program
Winner: Lilibeth A. Macalagay, RAgr (OPV Laguna)
Nominees: Marjo P. Mojica, RAgr (OPV Cavite); Mark Angelo C. Buhat, RAgr 
(OPV Batangas); Leoncio V. Orca, Jr. (OPV Rizal); Carlo M. Palima, RAgr 
(Guinayangan, Quezon)
 ATIng Kaagapay na Learning Site for Agriculture (LSA)
Winner: Bounty Harvest Farm OPC (Cavite)
Nominees: Love of Lilia Nature Farm (Cavite); Auspere Nature Farm (Cavite); 
Yumi’s Farm (Quezon); Gintong Bukid Farm & Leisure (Laguna); Sweet Nature 
Farms (Laguna); Masaganang Bukid Agricultural Learning Center (Laguna); 
Javier Integrated Farm (Laguna); Calungsod Integrated Farm (Quezon); Anpilo 
Agri Farm (Batangas); Vin Vie Integrated Farm (Batangas); Myrtle’s Agricultur-
al Farm (Quezon); Oyayi Farming School (Quezon); Bukid Amara Agri Farm 
(Quezon); Ole Farm Well (Batangas)
 ATIng Kaagapay na Private Agriculture and Fisheries Extension Service Pro-
viders (PAF-ESPs)
Winners: Moca Family Farm RLearning Center, Inc. (Batangas); Gourmet 
Farms, Inc. (Cavite)

 	 The gathering was not merely about recognition, but a celebration 
of the shared contributions of every sector to the success of agricultural ex-
tension in the region—a tribute to excellence, dedication, and collective ser-
vice in building a stronger and more prosperous future./ Archie C. Linsasagin 
(Information Officer II / ISS)
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PAO REGIONAL OFFICE 
CALABARZON PAYS
COURTESY CALL TO
BACOOR CITY LGU
	 Revilla Hall, December 19, 2025 – Officials from the 
Public Attorney's Office (PAO) Regional Office CALABAR-
ZON paid a courtesy call to the Bacoor City Government today, 
fostering stronger ties and collaboration in providing legal assis-
tance to the city's residents.
	 The visit was received by Mayor Strike B. Revilla and 
Atty. Lester Del Castillo, Executive Assistant from the Office 
of the Mayor. Regional Public Attorney Marlon Buan led the 
delegation from PAO CALABARZON.
	 The purpose of the meeting was to establish a strong 
working relationship between the PAO and the City Govern-
ment, ensuring that Bacooreños have access to quality legal ser-
vices, particularly those who cannot afford private counsel. This 
collaboration reinforces the commitment of both the PAO and 
the City Government to upholding justice and ensuring equal 
access to legal representation for all citizens.
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Imus LGU, nakapagtalang 
High-Functional Rating sa 
2023 ADAC Functionality Audit

	 Pinarangalan ang 
Pamahalaang Lungsod ng 
Imus ng Department of the 
Interior and Local Gov-

ernment (DILG) Cavite at 
Provincial Peace and Order 
Council nitong Disyem-
bre 17, 2025, sa Lungsod 

ng General Trias, matapos 
makatanggap ng High-Func-
tional Rating o 85 points sa 
isinagawang 2023 Anti‑Drug 
Abuse Council (ADAC) 
Functionality Audit.
	 Ang nasabing pa-
rangal ay patunay sa masus-
ing pagpapatupad ng mga 
programa at polisiya ng lokal 
na pamahalaan laban sa ile-
gal na droga.
	 Kabilang ang ak-
tibong pakikipag‑ugnayan 
sa mga ahensya ng pama-
halaan at komunidad upang 
mapanatili ang kaligtasan at 
kaayusan sa Imus.

DSWD's ProtecTEEN program
to address adolescent pregnancy
	 MANILA – The 
Department of Social Wel-
fare and Development 
(DSWD) is pushing for the 
nationwide implementation 
of the ProtecTEEN Program, 
a social welfare initiative 
that provides a comprehen-
sive and systematic response 
to adolescent pregnancy 
across the country.
	 As part of the con-
tinuing pilot implementation 
of the program, the DSWD 
Field Office 10 (Northern 
Mindanao) formalized its 
partnership with the local 
government unit (LGU) of 
Cagayan de Oro City last 
Dec. 2 with the signing of a 
memorandum of agreement 
to support the pilot imple-
mentation of the Enhanced 
ProtecTEEN Program in se-
lected barangays.
	 “The Enhanced 
ProtecTEEN Program car-
ries one profound purpose; 

to advance the holistic 
well-being of our adoles-
cent mothers by providing 
strengthened psychosocial 
interventions, opportunities 
for capacity building, par-
enting support, and access to 
resources that promote heal-
ing, empowerment, and re-
silience,” Special Assistant 
to the Secretary for Field 
Office Special Programs 
and FO 10 concurrent OIC 
Regional Director Ramel 
Jamen said in a news release 
on Friday.
	 According to 
Jamen, the partnership aims 
to strengthen psychosocial 
support, parenting interven-
tions, and service referral 
mechanisms for adolescent 
mothers and their children, 
marking another milestone 
in the expansion of the pro-
gram at the local level.
	 “This program also 
recognizes the importance of 

nurturing their children and 
engaging their families to 
build a supportive environ-
ment for long-term recovery 
and personal growth,” he 
said.
	 The DSWD has 
also conducted data gather-
ing activities for the evalu-
ation phase of the ProtecT-
EEN Program in several 
pilot areas nationwide.
	 These activities are 
part of the DSWD’s com-
mitment to evidence-based 
programming, ensuring 
that policy and program en-
hancements are grounded on 
field realities and actual ben-
eficiary outcomes.
	 As part of its ongo-
ing expansion, the DSWD 
will conduct a project launch 
and payout activity in Iloilo 
province to support eligible 
adolescent mother-benefi-
ciaries through social assis-
tance and complementary 

services.
	 “With the enhance-
ments introduced to the pro-
gram anchored on empirical 
data, field insights, and the 
evolving needs of our ado-
lescent mother we are taking 
a significant step forward 
in our collective pursuit to 
address adolescent pregnan-
cy,” Jamen said.
	 “We aim to bridge 
service gaps, improve refer-
ral pathways, enhance de-
velopmental interventions, 
and strengthen communi-
ty-based support systems 
that safeguard our young 
mothers’ rights and future,” 
he added.
	 The DSWD, in 
partnership with LGUs and 
other institutions, remain 
committed to scaling up 
the ProtecTEEN Program 
as a nationwide campaign 
through sustained collabora-
tion. (PR)
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Lihim ng Kubli Farm, 
Garden and Events 

Place
Purok 7, Ilaya, Guyam Malaki, Indang, Cavite, 

Indang, Philippines
Contact: 0998 367 2996

City Government of Carmona
TODA TSUPER-HERO:
Pagkilala sa 60 na mga nata-
tanging Bida ng lansangan

	 Ipinapaabot ng Ipinapaabot ng 
Pamahalaang Lungsod ng Pamahalaang Lungsod ng 
Carmona ang taos-pusong Carmona ang taos-pusong 
pagbati sa 60 na miyem-pagbati sa 60 na miyem-
bro ng Tricycle Operators bro ng Tricycle Operators 
and Drivers’ Association and Drivers’ Association 
(TODA) ng Lungsod ng (TODA) ng Lungsod ng 
Carmona na nagpakita ng Carmona na nagpakita ng 
huwarang katapatan, mala-huwarang katapatan, mala-
sakit, at kabutihang-loob sa sakit, at kabutihang-loob sa 
paglilingkod sa mga kaba-paglilingkod sa mga kaba-

bayan natingcommuters.bayan natingcommuters.
	 Bilang pagkila-	 Bilang pagkila-
la sa kanilang mga ka-la sa kanilang mga ka-
hanga-hangang gawain, hanga-hangang gawain, 
sila ay pinarangalan bilang sila ay pinarangalan bilang 
mga Natatanging Bida ng mga Natatanging Bida ng 
Lansangan o TODA Tsu-Lansangan o TODA Tsu-
per-Heroes, sa pangunguna per-Heroes, sa pangunguna 
nina City Vice Mayor Cesar nina City Vice Mayor Cesar 
Ines, Jr. at ng mga kasapi ng Ines, Jr. at ng mga kasapi ng 
Sangguniang Panlungsod.Sangguniang Panlungsod.

	 Lubos ang aming 	 Lubos ang aming 
pasasalamat sa inyong ip-pasasalamat sa inyong ip-
inamalas na kagitingan at inamalas na kagitingan at 
dedikasyon na sumasala-dedikasyon na sumasala-
min sa dangal ng sektor ng min sa dangal ng sektor ng 
TODA at sa diwa ng pag-TODA at sa diwa ng pag-
kakaisa ng ating komunidad. kakaisa ng ating komunidad. 
Mabuhay ang mga tunay na Mabuhay ang mga tunay na 
hari at reyna ng kalsada, ang hari at reyna ng kalsada, ang 
mga TODA Tsuper-Hero mga TODA Tsuper-Hero 
2025!2025!

Cardinal Tagle: Christmas
prep is more than shopping —
it’s a heart ready for God
	 Cardinal Luis 
Antonio Tagle invited 
Filipino Catholics to re-
discover Simbang Gabi 
as a journey of faith and 
companionship with 
Mary and Joseph, rath-
er than a checklist of 
holiday preparations.

	 Speaking during 
a Simbang Gabi Mass at 
St. Joseph’s Church in Abu 
Dhabi, Tagle described the 
nine-day devotion as spirit-
ually accompanying Mary 
as she carried Jesus.
	 “This is not just 
a ritual. It is a spirituality,” 
said Tagle, pro-prefect of 
the Dicastery for Evangeli-
zation., in his homily. “We 
journey with our beloved 
Mother.”
	 Among the Mass 
concelebrants were Arch-
bishop Christophe El-Kas-

sis, apostolic nuncio to 
the United Arab Emirates; 
Bishop Paolo Martinelli of 
the Apostolic Vicariate of 
Southern Arabia; and retired 
Bishop Paul Hinder, his pre-
decessor.
	 Earlier Tuesday, 
Tagle also presided over a 
Simbang Gabi Mass outside 
St. Mary’s Catholic Church 
in Dubai, attended by more 
than 30,000 Filipinos.
	 With gentle humor, 
he acknowledged common 
Christmas preparations such 
as shopping, travel plans and 
festive meals, noting that 
gathering around food builds 
community. Still, he urged 
worshippers to look deeper.
	 “How did Mary 
and Joseph prepare?” The 
cardinal asked. “It seems 
Mary and Joseph were not 
prepared.”
	 Tagle recalled how 
both Mary and Joseph faced 
fear and uncertainty at the 
beginning of Jesus’ story. 
Mary became pregnant un-
expectedly, while Joseph 
struggled to understand the 
situation, bound by the law 
yet moved by compassion.
	 “Joseph was a just 
man,” Tagle said. “He trust-
ed Mary enough that he did 
not want to subject her to 
shame.”
	 He described St. 
Joseph’s readiness not as 
careful planning, but as obe-
dience born of faith. After 
the angel revealed God’s 
plan, the cardinal said, Jo-
seph listened and acted im-
mediately.
	 “After getting the 
visit of the angel and the 
truth, he woke up and took 
Mary as his wife,” Tagle 
said. “That was the prepara-

tion of Joseph — the prepa-
ration of a heart of faith.”
	 Addressing a huge 
congregation largely made 
up of overseas Filipino 
workers, the former Manila 
archbishop said the Christ-
mas story mirrors many of 
their lives marked by un-
certainty, sacrifice and un-
planned journeys.
	 “There are many 
events in our lives that we 
are not prepared for,” he 
said. “You may be unpre-
pared for a specific thing, 
but you are prepared to do 
God’s will.”
	 He urged worship-
pers to make Advent a time 
of reconciliation, compas-
sion and mercy — healing 
broken relationships and 
reaching out to those who 
feel forgotten during the hol-
idays.
	 Recalling a Sim-
bang Gabi Mass he once cel-
ebrated in a Philippine jail, 
Tagle shared the words of 
an inmate who told him that 
amid many uncertainties, 
one truth remained certain.
	 “In the many un-
certainties,” he recalled the 
inmate as saying, “there’s 
only one thing sure: Jesus 
loves me.”
	 “That,” Tagle said, 
“is what it means to be ready 
for Christmas.”

Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle

subject to traffic conditions. 
These lanes will be acces-
sible to Class 1 RFID-only 
vehicles, with northbound 
operations on Fridays from 
5:00 PM to 8:00 PM (entry at 
Balintawak Expansion Plaza) 
and southbound operations on 
Sundays from 2:00 PM and 

early Mondays from 5:00 AM 
(entry at Bocaue Expansion 
Plaza).
Free passage in the MPTC 
Luzon expressways
Metro Pacific Tollways Cor-
poration (MPTC) is pleased to 
announce a toll-free initiative 
for motorists during select 

hours over the Christmas and 
New Year celebrations.
Motorists can enjoy free toll 
passages on NLEX, SCTEX, 
NLEX Connector, CAVITEX, 
and CALAX during the fes-
tive hours: 
•	 December 24, 10:00 
PM to December 25 at 6:00 

AM
•	 December 31, 10:00 
PM to January 1 at 6:00 AM 
	 Trip planning is 
made easier with the MPT 
DriveHub app, which pro-
vides traffic updates, toll fee 
calculation, RFID reload-
ing, and access to emergency 

roadside assistance.
	 Motorists are en-
couraged to ensure their RFID 
accounts are active and suf-
ficiently loaded prior to their 
travels. Cash-paying cus-
tomers are advised to shift to 
RFID for faster transactions. 
Visit Easytrip’s website www.

easytrip.ph for more informa-
tion.
	 For regular updates 
and road safety tips, motorists 
can check out MPTC express-
ways’ official Facebook ac-
counts @NLEXexpressways 
and @OfficialCALAX, as well 
as its 24/7 hotline at 1-35000.

Pangilinan-led Luzon Tollways Step Ups...from page 1Pangilinan-led Luzon Tollways Step Ups...from page 1

for politicians’ gain. 
	 “Ang akala po kasi, 
we will continue the old 
practice na nakikita si poli-
tiko, na yung politiko mis-
mo ang nagbibigay. Dito po 
sa special provision, dapat 
wala po ‘yung politiko doon. 
We can only ask the DSWD 
and direct them kung saan 
yung calamity-stricken area. 
The DSWD who chooses 
the beneficiaries,” Tulfo said 
during the bicameral meet-
ing. 
	 Citing the policy 
that he implemented during 
his time as DSWD chief 
which was also adopted by 
the current leadership of 
Secretary Rex Gatchalian, 
Tulfo said it will be the so-
cial workers of the agency 

who will finalize the list of 
ayuda beneficiaries. 
	 “I believe under 
Secretary Rex's watch, yung 
DSWD mismo ang pupunta. 
They go to the ground. They 
have people on the ground 
and they list down. Hindi 
po yung galing sa politiko 
na mismo. That was also the 
practice during my time dito 
po sa pamimigay ng AICS,” 
he said. 
	 With this issue 
clarified, Tulfo advocated 
for the P34-billion increase 
in the AICS program under 
the DSWD budget for 2026, 
emphasizing the need for the 
government to prepare for 
any event that would need 
immediate assistance for the 
affected Filipinos. 

	 The bicameral con-
ference committee has even-
tually approved the P66.528 
billion funding for the AICS 
program for 2026. 
	 “AICS is needed 
badly. ‘Pag tinamaan po 
yung isang area, at maghi-
hintay ka pa ng QRF (Quick 
Response Fund), aabutin po 
ng dalawa, tatlong linggo 
bago ma-release. Whereas, 
kung nandiyan na mismo 
yung AICS, madali na lang 
pong ma-release po ito ng 
department doon sa mga 
beneficiaries,” Tulfo said. 

Erwin Tulfo clarifies...from page 1Erwin Tulfo clarifies...from page 1

Marcos Jr. to widen access to 
practical homeownership op-
tions for Filipino families by 
enabling the private sector to 
build faster and at scale under 
the Expanded 4PH,” DHSUD 
Secretary Jose Ramon Aliling 
said. 
	 “By strengthen-
ing partnerships that increase 
housing supply, we help create 
more opportunities for Filipino 
workers and their families to 
move closer to homeowner-
ship. We hope this will further 
stimulate private sector partic-
ipation in building affordable 
homes,” he added. 
	 Megawide is a lead-
ing Philippine engineering and 
construction company and a 
strong government partner in 
public-private partnerships, 
with extensive experience 
and track record in delivering 
large-scale projects.
	 As part of the part-
nership, Pag-IBIG Fund will 
invest up to P10 billion through 
a subscription to preferred 
shares in the project compa-

ny. It will be funded in three 
tranches: P5 billion for the first 
tranche, and P2.5 billion each 
for the second and third tranch-
es.
	 “Every peso our 
members save with Pag-IBIG 
Fund represents their hard-
earned money and their hope 
for a better future,” Pag-IBIG 
Fund Chief Executive Officer 
Marilene C. Acosta said. 
	 “By supporting the 
development of thousands of 
housing units while secur-
ing investment returns, we 
strengthen Pag-IBIG Fund’s 
capacity to serve more mem-
bers, grow their savings and 
promote homeownership,” she 
added. (JVD/PIA-NCR)

More socializedMore socialized
homes to rise...p6homes to rise...p6

DRIVE 
SAFELY

EVERYDAY

	 Sa naturang dayalo-
go, ipinahayag ni Mayor Advin-
cula ang kanyang buong supor-
ta sa panawagan ni Secretary 
Angara na palakasin ang papel 
ng mga lokal na pamahalaan bi-
lang mahalagang katuwang ng 
DepEd sa maayos at epektibong 
pagpapatupad ng mga reporma 
sa edukasyon. Kabilang sa mga 

tinalakay ang bagong Special 
Education Fund (SEF) guide-
lines at ang patuloy na mga 
programang naglalayong tu-
gunan ang kakulangan ng mga 
silid-aralan sa iba’t ibang lugar. 
Binigyang-diin ni Mayor Ad-
vincula na ang pagkakaisa at 
koordinasyon ng pambansa at 
lokal na pamahalaan ay mahal-

agang susi upang mapabilis ang 
pagbibigay ng mga konkretong 
solusyon na direktang makikina-
bang ang mga mag-aaral. Aniya, 
sa sama-samang pagkilos, mas 
nagiging epektibo ang mga hak-
bang tungo sa mas maayos na 
sistema ng edukasyon at mas 
maliwanag na kinabukasan para 
sa kabataan.

Mayor Alex “AA” Advincula Nakilahok...P6Mayor Alex “AA” Advincula Nakilahok...P6

Mayor AA Advincula
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     	 TRECE MAR-
TIRES CITY, Cavite- 
Aabot sa bilang na 
70,000 kapulisan ang 
ikakalat sa buong bansa 
upang matiyak ang 
isang ligtas na pagdi-
riwang ng kapaskuhan 
para sa mga Pinoy.
	 Ayon kay Phil-
ippine National Police 
(PNP) Chief Lieutenant 
General Jose Melencio 
Nartatez Jr. nais niyang 
masiguro na ang bawat 
Pilipino ay payapa at 
maramdamang sila ay 

ligtas sa loob at labas 
ng kanilang tahanan, 
hindi lamang ngayong 
panahon ng kapasku-
han kundi sa lahat ng 
oras.
	 Ang mga ka-
pulisan sa buong bansa 
ay sumusunod sa direk-
tiba ng Pangulo Bong-
bong Marcos na sila 
ay maging "visible" o  
palaging nakikita ang 
presensya sa mga pam-
publikong lugar ngay-
ong Christmas season 
upang ang mga tao ay 

makaramdam na sila ay 
ligtas sa pagdiriwang.
	 Sa iba pang ka-
ganapan. iniulat ng PNP 
Cavite Provincial Office 
na 5 drug pusher ang 
kanilang naaresto sa 
isang buy bust oper-
ation na isinagawa sa 
Imus City noong nakali-
pas na Miyerkules.
Umabot sa 455,000 hal-
aga ang shabu na na-
kumpiska sa 5 suspek, 
gayon din ang buy bust 
money na ginamit sa na-
turang operasyon.

More socialized homes to More socialized homes to 
rise through Pag-IBIG Fund, rise through Pag-IBIG Fund, 
Megawide partnershipMegawide partnership

	  More socialized housing units are expect-
ed to rise in two to three years through Pag-IBIG 
Fund’s new partnership with Megawide Construc-
tion Corp., a testament to its commitment to closing 
the gap of homeownership for every Filipino family. 
	 Under the Expand-
ed Pambansang Pabahay 
para sa Pilipino Program 
(4PH), the partnership will 
deliver 7,143 homes in me-
dium-rise residential devel-
opments. 

	 It is expected to 
be priced below the typical 
market value of comparable 
units, with amenities often 
found in higher-priced de-
velopments. 
	 Two locations in 

Dasmariñas, Cavite, will be 
the initial sites, with up to 
4,185 housing units in the 
Dasmariñas-Salitrán site 
and 2,958 housing units in 
the Dasmariñas-Paliparan 
site, backing the national 
government’s drive to ex-
pand socialized housing by 
strengthening private sector 
involvement and accelerat-
ing project completion.
	 “This approach 
supports the directive of 
President Ferdinand R. 

Mayor Alex “AA” Advincula Mayor Alex “AA” Advincula 
Nakilahok sa Mayors for Good Nakilahok sa Mayors for Good 
Governance Dialogue para Governance Dialogue para 
sa Pinalakas na Edukasyonsa Pinalakas na Edukasyon 
 	 Nakiisa si May-
or Alex “AA” Advincula 
sa isinagawang Mayors for 
Good Governance Dialogue 
kasama si Department of 
Education (DepEd) Secre-
tary Sonny Angara bilang 
bahagi ng patuloy na pag-
sisikap na pagtibayin ang 
sama-samang adbokasiya 
para sa de-kalidad at inklu-
sibong edukasyon sa bansa. 


