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ALFONSO CAVITE: A submersible pump of water in 
Brgy. Kaytitinga 2 given by LGU Alfonso headed by 
its Mayor Randy Salamat in order  to solve the water 
problem in their barangay. We are with our Vice Mayor 

 TRECE MAR-
TIRES CITY, Cavite (PIA) 
--The Rural Health Unit 
(RHU) of Tanza has re-
corded more than 2,400 
COVID-19 confirmed cases 
after more than a year since 
the pandemic hit the country, 
the 4th among the cities and 
municipalities with the high-

 A lawmaker on 
Tuesday called for a stron-
ger information campaign 
to boost the people’s confi-
dence in the coronavirus dis-
ease (Covid-19) vaccination 
program by holding regular 
webinars to be aired live on 
government television chan-
nels and radio stations.
 Cavite Rep. Elpidio 
Barzaga Jr. said the Depart-
ment of Health (DOH) and 
the Department of the Inte-

Gov't urged to hold 
webinars to combat 
vaccine hesitancy-
Rep Pidi Barzaga

Rep. Elpidio Barzaga Jr. 

Madona Mojica-Pel, Kap Khey and his colleagues and Councilor Berting Cailing. Thank 
you very much for your warm welcome.

Submersible water pump

rior and Local Government 
(DILG) have the resources 
to lead the online campaign 
in close coordination with 
medical experts from the 
private sector to promote the 
vaccination program.
 Barzaga said hold-
ing regular webinars to be 
aired live on government 
television and radio stations 
will help address the vaccine 
confidence gap, noting that 
many are still hesitant to be 

vaccinated even if it is meant 
to protect an individual from 
getting Covid-19.
 “To win our battle 
against Covid-19, we need to 
strengthen the concerted ef-
fort of our government agen-
cies and different groups to 
improve people’s vaccine 
confidence. On an individual 
level, this is the only way to 
attain herd immunity to beat 
the pandemic and gradually 
restore to normalcy,” Barza-
ga said.
 He stressed the 
need to increase vaccine 
confidence and improve the 
public’s understanding of 
how it can help control the 

RHU Tanza reports on COVID-19 situation, 
vaccination in the municipality

est number of COVID-19 
cases in the province.
 "Out of the more 
than 2,400 COVID-19 con-
firmed cases, 600 are active 
cases," Municipal Health 
Officer Dr. Ruth Punzalan 
said.
 Meanwhile, the lo-
cal government had inocu-

lated a total of 1,300 health-
care workers and senior 
citizens since the start of the 
vaccination rollout using As-
traZeneca vaccines.
 Despite the glob-
al shortage of AstraZeneca 
vaccine, the RHU assured 
the healthcare workers and 
senior citizens who received 

the 1st dose of AstraZeneca 
jab that they will receive the 
2nd dose since additional 
supply is expeted to arrive 
soon.
 Dr. Punzalan said 
vaccination for the A2 prior-
ity group will continue with 
the recent approval of the 
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Mayor Manny Maliksi
After the city received the RITM-DOH accreditation for its pooled testing capability, the 
city government immediately conducted mass testing for city hall employees.

POOLED TESTING SA 
OSPITAL NG IMUS, 
APRUBADO NA!
Aprubado na ng Research Institute for Tropical Medicine (RITM-DOH) na magsagawa ng 
'pooled testing' o sabayang pagte-test ng sample para COVID-19 ang Ospital ng Imus (ONI). 
Dahil dito, mas pinabilis at pinalawak ang kakayahan ng ONI na makapag-test ng iba't-ibang 
tao upang malaman kung sila ay COVID-19 positive.

 You can see the call center for our Ayudang Maliksi Help Desk. The faster 
and more effective distribution of aid for Imuseños has been made possible thanks 
to this Help Desk.
 Behind the success of this program, are our fellow Imuseños who are never 
tired of serving our nation. That's why, let's thank them at the same time together 
with all the servants of the town who wholeheartedly served our Beloved Imus.
 Let's wake up together and be safe in the midst of this pandemic. We are still 
expecting your cooperation and discipline.

TRUNKLINES:
(046) 481-4555
(046) 481-4554
(046) 481-4553
SMART / TNT / SUN:
0960-515-5360
0960-694-9914
0960-694-9938
0960-694-9936
0960-694-9919
0960-694-9934
0960-694-9928
GLOBE / TM:
0906-805-8195
0906-805-8229
0906-805-8224
0906-805-8223
0906-805-8207
0906-805-8202
#SerbisyongMALIKSI

Greening strategies for business 
seminar set on April 28
 The Department of Trade and Industry National Capital Region (DTI NCRO) is inviting interested micro, small, 
medium enterprises (MSMEs) on learning how to practice greening strategies in time of pandemic.
 The free webinar will help MSMEs to understand the growing business case for sustainable solutions and learn 
how to manage and lead a sustainable business by incorporating circular economy principles into your strategies to support 
sustainable growth.
 The event will be held on April 28 (Wednesday), from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m.
 To register in advance for the meeting, visit https://bit.ly/GreeningStrategies1.
 After registering, a confirmation email will be sent.
 The greening strategy supports healthy natural environments and sustainable communities today and for the future 
despite the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 The strategy also gives direction for action towards a greener workspaces.
 Investment in green infrastructure, including tree planting and environment conservation, among others, has multi-
ple benefits ranging from climate change mitigation to public health improvements.source: (PIA NCR)

MUNICIPALITY OF CARMONA: Binisita po ng inyong lingkod ang ilan sa ating ongo-
ing infrastructure projects. Kabilang na po rito ang Multipurpose Hall sa Barangay 
Maduya,future site ng BJMP Carmona, chapel, crematorium and columbarium. 
Ilan lamang po ang mga ito sa ating mga plano para sa mas ikauunlad ng ating bayan.

 Ayudang Maliksi 
Help Desk

'Community pantries 
need more food bags, not 
red tags, nor red tape'-
Senator Recto
 The only thing red in the community pan-
tries are the ripe tomatoes.
 Those who see red in these bayanihan proj-
ects should have theirhearts examined.
 Community pantries need more food bags, 
not red tags, nor red tape.
 Let them bloom wherever they sprout, re-
gardless of who planted them. Bureaucracy has no 
business throwing a shade over this pure expres-
sion of people's power.
 Community pantries require no state fran-
chise, nor government permit, nor police clear-
ance. The business of helping your neighbor, as 
God commanded, requires no business permit 
from man.
 These have become self-policing projects 
by a disciplined populace. The police should, in 
fact, commend the organizers instead of censuring 
them.

Carmona LGU...

Gatchalian: 'One Filipino, 
One Bank Account' sagot 
para sa mabilis na ayuda
 Upang mapabilis 
at maisaayos ang sistema ng 
pamamahagi ng ayuda mula sa 
gobyerno sa mga darating na 
panahon, inirerekomenda ni 
Senador Win Gatchalian ang 
pagkakaroon ng bank account 
ng bawat Pilipino sa bansa.
 "Ngayong meron na 
tayong national ID. May isang 
batas akong gustong i-file na 
may kaugnayan sa national 
ID, ang tawag ko dito ay "One 
Filipino, One Bank Account". 
Dapat mandatory na bigyan ng 
pamahalaan ang lahat ng mga 
naninirahan dito ng bank ac-
count. Importante na gumamit 
na tayo ng teknolohiya," sabi ni 
Gatchalian.
 "Kapag ganitong may 
pandemya, remit na lang nang 
remit sa bank account at doon 
tatanggap ng ayuda, bahala ka 
na kung paano mo gagamitin 
ang ayuda na 'yun," dagdag ng 
senador.
 Tanong pa niya - sino 
na ngayon ang magpapamaha-
gi ng ayudang cash sa mga tao 
kung 'yung mismong tagab-
igay nito ay nahawaan rin ng 
COVID-19.
 Ayon sa Vice Chair-
person ng Senate Committee 
on Banks, Financial Institu-
tions, and Currencies, ang pag-
kakaroon ng bank account ay 
hindi na dapat ituring na luho, 
bagkus, ito'y gawing basic re-
quirement sa bawat Pilipino sa 
bansa anuman ang kanyang ka-
tayuan sa buhay.
 Paliwanag ni 
Gatchalian, makakatulong sa 
bawat Pilipino ang pagkaka-
roon ng bank account lalo na 
sa contactless at cashless pay-
ments gamit ang cellphone na 

maaari ring magsilbing digital 
wallet. Batay sa datos na naka-
lap ni Gatchalian, nasa 74 mi-
lyong Pilipino ang gumagamit 
ng smartphones noong 2019. 
Ang ganitong klase ng mobile 
phones ay maaaring magkaroon 
ng software applications kung 
saan ang paraan ng pagbabayad 
ay idadaan sa scanning o card 
readers.
 Sa 2019 financial 
inclusion survey na isinagawa 

ng Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
(BSP), napag-alaman na nasa 
51.2 milyong Pilipino o 71 mi-
lyon sa kabuuang populasyon 
ng adult Filipinos ang walang 
bank account at ang katwirang 
ibinigay ng karamihan sa kanila 
ay ang kawalan ng perang pang 
deposito. Nasa 27% ang nagsa-
bi na hindi nila kailangan ng 
bank account at ang dahilan ng 
26% ay ang kawalan ng sapat 

EXTRA-JUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE 
WITH DEED OF ABSOLUTE SALE

 Notice is hereby given that the estate left by the 
deceased NIMIA M. LUBANG, EULOGIO M. GREPO, 
SPS. FERNANDO L. MOTA & TEODICIA J. MOTA 
AND RENATO L. MOTA, consisting of a parcel of land 
situated at Brgy. Santol, Tanza, Cavite covered by TCT No. 
T-50354, has been the subject of an Extra-Judicial Settle-
ment of Estate with Deed of Absolute Sale by and among 
the heris, as per Doc. No. 353, Page No. 72, Book No. 239, 
Series of 2021 of Notary Public Atty. Diosdado A. Macab-
utas.
Sgd. By all the heirs

CN: April 12, 19 & 26, 2021

EXTRA-JUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE

 Notice is hereby given that the estate left by the de-
ceased CEZAR A. ALFANE, consisting of a bank account 
at Bank of the Philippine Island- E,.Aguinaldo Hi-way 
Branch, under account no. 0963237499 and 0969476835 
has been the subject of an Extra-Judicial Settlement of Es-
tate by and among the heris, as per Doc. No. 481, Page 
No. 98, Book No. 05, Series of 2021 of Notary Public Atty. 
Gerald C. Sergio.
Sgd. By all the heirs

CN: April 12, 19 & 26, 2021
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Carmona Municipal Action Center: 

Weekly Accomplishments of 
Barangays (April 09 - April 15)
In the past few days, our barangays have conducted activities aimed at maintaining the order 
and safety of our people, and bringing smiles to our countrymen.
Here are some of the achievements of our barangays from April 09 to April 15:
• building and monitoring checkpoints;
• conducting disinfection activities;
• assistance to low-income families to get the aid from the national government; and
• ongoing solidarity in the implementation of Modified Enhanced Community Quarantine 
rules.
Encouraging everyone to cooperate and cooperate with Local Government programs and 
projects and barangays to fulfill our wishes for our nation.

Ibat -ibang Barangay sa Carmona para sa Assistance sa low-income families upang 
makuha ang ayuda mula sa national government.

 Department of 
Health (DOH) – CALABAR-
ZON (Cavite, Laguna, Batan-
gas, Rizal, Quezon) Regional 
Director Eduardo C. Janairo  
encouraged individuals who 
feels stressed out due to the 
raging pandemic in the coun-
try to reach out and contact the 
“Kapitbisig Helpline” Face-
book page in order to cope 
with feelings of anxiety and 
despair.
 “Yung fear of con-
tracting the disease, especially 
when you’re a frontliner, ay 
nakakadagdag sa nararamda-
man mong stress kasama na 
dito ang mga pagbabago na 
kailangan mong gawin sa bu-
hay mo gaya ng pag-iingat sa 
sarili mo para hindi ka maha-
wa at hindi ka makahawa ng 
Covid virus.”
 “Our movements 

FEELING STRESS DURING THIS 
PANDEMIC? CALL KAPIT-BISIG 
HELPLINE FOR FREE CONSULTATIONS 
– DOH CALABARZON URGED

are restricted and slowed 
down in support of efforts 
to contain the spread of the 
virus. We need to cope with 
these new realities of life in-
cluding working from home, 
temporary unemployment, 
home-schooling of children, 
and lack of physical contact 
with other family members, 
friends and colleagues, it is 
important that we look after 
our mental, as well as our 
physical health,” he empha-
sized. 
  The regional office 
is continuously providing 
guidance and advice for in-
dividuals including health 
workers, senior citizens, peo-
ple in isolation in order for 
them to look after their mental 
health during this pandemic.
 Everyone is encour-
aged to visit the Kapit Bisig 

page at https://www.face-
book.com/kapit.bisig.helpline 
from Monday to Friday from 
8:00AM to 5:00PM or you 
may contact 0916-339-4932 
for Globe and 0961-769-5389 
for Smart subscribers.

 According to Pauli-
na A. Calo, Regional Mental 
Health Coordinator, the Ka-
pit-Bisig Helpline provides 
psychological first aid (PFA), 
Psychological interventions, 
Psychiatric Consultation and 
Treatment, and Referral to 
other health-related services.
“It is facilitated by trained 
providers of Mental Health 
Psychosocial Support and 
Psychological First Aid. The 
consultation service is free 
and being handled by top psy-
chologists in the country,” she 
said. 

DOH-CALABARZON Regional Mental Health Coordina-
tor, Ms. Paulina A. Calo explains the mechanics of the 
Kapit-Bisig Helpline to a psychology student during an 
interview held at the regional office.

City Government of Bacoor

The distribution of financial assistance continues for our 
countrymen
. Reminder to wear face mask and face shield and follow 
health and safety protocols to those included.
For any enquiry or grievance, just feel free to text CSWD 
Bacoor Hotline Numbers:
0915-521-7193
0916-858-5245
0939-329-0348

CALABARZON PDP/RDP Caravan 
focuses on economic recovery

DTI IV-A Regional Director 
Marilou Q. Toledo

 “The challenge to-
day is learning how to live 
with the virus. This entails 
fully implementing the Pre-
vent, Detect, Isolate, Treat, 
and Recover strategy while 
gradually and safely reopen-
ing our economy; so that we 
can look after the total health 

and welfare of the people,” 
said NEDA Secretary Karl 
Kendrick Chua. This was 
his keynote message during 
the CALABARZON Virtu-
al Caravan on the Updated 
Philippine Development 
Plan (PDP) and Regional 
Development Plan (RDP) on 
April 20, 2021. The Caravan 
showed the salient features 
of updated Plans.

 Among the new 
strategies in the PDP and 
RPD were those that address 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
NEDA Assistant Secretary 
Carlos Bernardo O. Abad 
Santos in his PDP presenta-
tion pointed out that technol-
ogy adoption, innovation, 
and reforms in human capi-

tal development are essential 
for economic recovery.
 The Caravan in-
cluded a Talk Show, hosted 
by CNN Senior Correspon-
dent, Ms. Lois Calderon, 
with guests from the govern-
ment and the private sector. 
The topic of the Talk Show 
was the impact of the pan-
demic on small and large en-
terprises, and the response of 
the local as well as national 
government.

 The guests of the 
Talk Show included Ms. 
Cecille Virtucio of the San 
Jose Workers Cooperative, 
Mr. Dan Lachica of Semi-
conductor and Electronics 
Industries in the Philippines 
Inc., DTI IV-A Regional 

Director Marilou Q. Toledo 
and Ms. Gina Madin of the 
Local Government of Santa 
Rosa.
 The Caravan was 
participated by a total of 189 
representatives from region-
al line agencies, academe, 
local government units and 
private sector. A total of 807 
viewers also watched during 
the livestream via social me-
dia.

CNN Correspondent Ms. 
Lois Calderon

spread of Covid-19 in their 
families and communities.
 "Little do we real-
ize that getting vaccinated 
protects us and the people 
around us, particularly peo-
ple who are at an increased 
risk for severe illness from 
Covid-19,” Barzaga said. 
“Many people are caught 
between fear and hope. Let 
us work together to provide 
better answers to their vac-
cine anxieties. I believe any 
vaccine that is available is 
better than no vaccine at 
all.”
 Barzaga said a per-
son who is not vaccinated 
against the disease is a risk 
to the lives of others and to 
the general community.
 “Covid-19 is real 
and it has come closer to 
home. It has touched all of 
us, where every one of us 
has a parent, sibling, rela-
tive, friend, co-worker who 
has been infected by this 
deadly virus. There is no 
way to know how Covid-19 
will affect an individual. A 
person can only have mild 
symptoms of cough and fe-
ver but to the unfortunate 
one, it can be serious and life 
threatening,” he said.
 To date, the Philip-

pines has over 3 million dos-
es of Covid-19 vaccines. Of 
this number, 2.5 million dos-
es are from China’s Sinovac 
Biotech Ltd. while the rest is 
AstraZeneca.
 Data from the DOH 
showed that since the vacci-

nation rollout on March 1, 
over 1 million Filipinos have 
received at least their first 
dose of Covid-19 vaccine.

 Around 1.4 million 
vaccine doses have been ad-
ministered as of April 17, 

making the Philippines third 
in Southeast Asia in terms of 
number of doses given.
 As of Monday, the 
Philippines has 141,375 
active Covid-19 cases, 
788,322 recoveries, and 
16,048 deaths. source(PNA)

Gov't urged to hold...from page 1

 “This partnership is 
designed not only to deal with 
COVID but really to deal, not 
only with the present, but also 
with the future. We feel braver. 
We feel more courageous since 
we are holding hands with the 
DICT and other institutions 
who could help us out. With 
this partnership, we offer more 
hope to education with the help 
of our partners,” Secretary Bri-
ones said.
 The monumental col-
laboration is aligned with the 
directive of President Rodrigo 
Roa Duterte during his 2020 
State of the Nation Address 
(SONA). It is also a direct re-
sponse of DepEd and DICT to 
address the adverse effects and 
complications brought by the 
pandemic in basic education 
and also for future possible inci-
dences of calamities, disasters, 
and conflict.
 “When the govern-
ment decided to open classes 
amid the public health emer-
gency, we recognized the need 
for education to continue, de-
spite the limitations imposed 
by the ongoing health crisis. We 
believe it is imperative to look 
beyond these immediate con-
cerns to what may be possible 
for education on the other side 

of the COVID-19 pandemic. It 
is in this spirit that your DICT 
has worked closely with the ed-
ucation sector to come up with 
solutions that enable education 
to continue while also keeping 
our students and teachers safe 
and healthy,” DICT Secretary 
Honasan II said.
 “To do this, we are 
working with DepEd to adopt a 
framework that shall enable us 
to promote digital education by 
harnessing the benefits of var-
ious ICT services,” Secretary 
Honasan added.
 The partnership will 
lay down the framework of 
cooperation and collaboration 
between DepEd and DICT, in-
cluding advocacy for the pres-
ence of ICT service providers in 
public school premises, provi-
sion of online resources, materi-
als, and systems for educational 
use, and coordination with the 
National Telecommunications 
Commission (NTC), among 
others.
 As part of its medi-
um to long-term commitment, 
DICT will also assist in aug-
menting the future satellite 
capacity of DepEd for Last 
Mile Schools and in providing 
data transport service using a 
fiber-optic network under the 

GovNet and Microwave towers.
 Additionally, DepEd 
and DICT will also work to-
gether to determine suitable real 
estate properties owned or un-
der the administration of DepEd 
for use as sites or locations for 
the Shared Passive Telecommu-
nications Tower Infrastructure 
(SPTTI) that will let govern-
ment agencies share resources 
and technologies for the benefit 
of Filipinos.
 Guided by the lead-
ership of Secretary Briones, 
the PEN program is part of the 
Digital Rise Program under the 
Public Schools of the Future 
(PSOF) Framework. It is spear-
headed by the Information and 
Communications Technology 
Service-Education Technology 
Unit (ICTS-EdTech) headed by 
Director Abram Y.C. Abanil, 
under the Administration Strand 
led by Undersecretary Alain 
Del Pascua and Assistant Secre-
tary Salvador Malana III.
 “With the building 
of the DepEd PEN, the Digital 
Rise program is strengthened 
and propelled forward. And this 
begins today, as we officially 
join hands with the DICT in 
making access and connectiv-
ity realities for all schools, all 
teaching and non-teaching per-
sonnel, and all learners wherev-
er they may be,” Usec. Pascua 
said.

DepEd, DICT...from p6

Sinovac vaccine by the Food 
and Drug Administration 
(FDA) for the inoculation of 
senior citizens.
 About 300 senior 
citizens per day are targeted to 
be vaccinated on a first come 
first serve basis at the Tanza 
Specialists Medical Center 
that started Tuesday, April 
2021.
 The RHU is also 
planning to start the vaccina-
tion of the A3 Priority group 
or persons aged 18-59 years 
with comorbidities as they 
call on residents belonging to 
this group to register for the 
CoViD-19 Vaccination pro-

gram of the LGU using the 
online registration link found 
on Mayor Yuri A. Pacumio's 
FB page.
 Pursuant to the pro-
vincial government's directive 
to intensify the conduct of the 
vaccination program of all the 
LGUs in the province, May-
or Pacumio is looking into 
the possibility of partnering 
with Vista Mall, and using 
the Tanza Sports Complex as 
additional COVID-19 hubs to 
speed up the distribution of 
the vaccines to achieve herd 
immunity. (Ruel Francisco 
with report from Balitang 
Tanzeño) 

RHU Tanza ...from p1

 The CP is no mo-
nopoly of any group. It is 
not a patented venture. 
An individual or group can 
start their own. It is open 
to all colors in our political 
rainbow.
 Support and sol-
idarity is the correct re-
sponse to community pan-
tries. As the good mayor of 
Quezon City has said, "In 
these difficult times, let us 
allow kindness and self-
lessness to prevail."

'Community
pantries need 
more...from p2

na kailangang requirements o dokumento.
 Sa nasabi ring survey, tumaas sa 38% ang nagsabing 
mayroong sapat na kaalaman tungkol sa online payments gamit ang 
kanilang smartphones. Ang 42% naman sa kanila ay gumagamit ng 
internet ng isang beses sa loob ng isang buwan. Sa 42%, 86% sa 
kanila ang gumagamit ng internet gamit ang mobile data ng kanil-
ang telepono. Ayon sa BSP, dahil sa kaalamang ito sa teknolohiya 
ay dumami pa ang nag-o-online payment methods na.
 Samantala, batay sa pinakahuling datos ng Philippine 
Statistics Authority (PSA), 82% ng 10.2 milyong nagparehistro sa 
Philippine Identification System (PhilSys) o ang tinaguriang na-
tional ID system ay nagsabing wala silang bank account. Target 
ng ahensiya na umabot sa 70 milyong Pilipino ang magparehistro 
ngayong taon.

Gatchalian...from p3

ERRATUM

 In the Notice of Extra-Judicial Settlement of Es-
tate with Repudiation left by the deceased ROGELIO BUE-
NAVISTA DEJERO, the Notary Public is Atty. Rafael Allan P. 
Pascual and NOT Atty. Gerald C. Sergio as published in the 
issues of Cavite Ngayon dated March 8, 15 & 22, 2021. Our 
Apology.

CN: April 19-25, 2021
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 MANILA – The government has so far distrib-
uted PHP7.5 billion of the PHP23-billion financial assis-
tance for qualified recipients affected by the enhanced 
community quarantine (ECQ) imposed in the National 
Capital Region (NCR) Plus area from March 29 to April 
11.

GOV’T ALREADY RELEASED 
P7.5-B AID IN NCR PLUS

 According to the 
report released by the De-
partment of Social Welfare 
and Development (DSWD) 
and Department of the In-
terior and Local Govern-
ment (DILG) on Monday, 
a total of 7,470,0149 ben-
eficiaries in Metro Manila 
and its neighboring prov-
inces of Bulacan, Cavite, 
Laguna, and Rizal have 
already received the ECQ 
aid as of April 18.
 Some 4,670,971 
of the more than 11.1 mil-
lion beneficiaries listed in 
Metro Manila have so far 
received assistance worth 
P1,000 per person or a 
maximum of P4,000 per 

family.
 In Bulacan, the 
DSWD and local govern-
ment units (LGUs) have 
already distributed as-
sistance to 658,177 of the 
2,967,039 target beneficia-
ries.
 On the other 
hand, 2,141,001 of the list-
ed 8,775,395 recipients in 
Cavite, Laguna, and Rizal 
have also received their 
cash aid from the govern-
ment.
 DILG Spokesper-
son and Undersecretary 
Jonathan Malaya earlier 
assured that cash subsidy 
distribution for 22.9 mil-
lion qualified recipients 

will continue despite the 
shift of the NCR Plus to 
the more relaxed modified 
ECQ (MECQ).
 “Though more 
people are now back to 
work, the 'ayuda' (assis-
tance) is a commitment of 
government and will con-
tinue to be distributed de-
spite the change in quaran-
tine classification,” Malaya 
said.
 In a Palace brief-
ing on Monday, Presiden-
tial Spokesperson Harry 
Roque acknowledged the 
slow distribution of cash 
aid to families in the NCR 
Plus areas and vowed to do 
better.
 “Patuloy naman 
po tayo namimigay ng 
ating ayuda (We continue 
to provide aid) and more 
aid is forthcoming,” he 
said.

 He apologized for 
the slow distribution, not-
ing that the government 
was just being careful not 
to spread Covid-19 in com-
munities.
 “Humihingi po 
tayo ng paumanhin dahil 
talagang medyo may kaba-
galan. Sa panahon po kasi 
ng pandemiya, hindi na-

tin maiiwasan na talagang 
mag-ingat (We would like 
to apologize because the 
distribution is really slow. 
We cannot help but be ex-
tra careful during this time 
of a pandemic),” he added.
 Roque also point-
ed out that the government 
opted not to distribute the 
cash aid electronically to 

avoid service fee deduc-
tions in the already meager 
cash assistance. (PNA)

 Drastic improve-
ment in the delivery of edu-
cation can be expected in the 
years to come as the Depart-
ment of Education (DepEd) 
and the Department of Infor-
mation and Communications 
Technology (DICT) sealed a 
monumental partnership to 
realize the establishment of 
the Public Education Net-
work (PEN).
 Led by Secretary 
Leonor Magtolis Briones and 
Secretary Gregorio B. Hona-

DepEd, DICT team up to roll 
out Public Education Network

san II, DICT and DepEd on 
Friday signed two important 
Memorandum of Agreement 
(MOA) to strengthen the de-
livery of education through 
broadcast, connectivity, and 
digital security via the PEN 
program.
 The two national 
agencies had been coordinat-
ing the development of the 
PEN as early as April 2020. 
The initiative aims to fast-
track the digital connectivi-
ty of all public schools and 

DepEd offices nationwide 
and allow learners to have 
wider access to DepEd TV, 
DepEd Commons, and oth-
er learning platforms. Aside 
from this, the PEN will also 
connect DepEd Offices to 
governance platforms such 
as the DepEd Enterprise 
Resource Planning System 
(DERPS), the Learner In-
formation System (LIS), the 
DepEd Mobile App, and oth-
er partner platforms.
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